
 

 

ARTICLE 13. Community Preservation Project Summaries 
Complete Applications are available at www.scituatecpc.org 

 
 
North Scituate Beach Nourishment Project - $100,000 
      
The CPC has voted to recommend funding the sum of $100,000 to the DPW to provide seed 
money to begin the permitting process for the possible restoration of 2,800 feet of public beach 
along Glades and Surfside Roads in North Scituate. If completed, the project would improve 
accessibility, restore 50 foot wide upland beach for recreation at high tide, and make existing 
seawalls, stairs and ramps more resilient to anticipated rise in sea level and increased storm 
surges. 
 
The project would build up the beach by adding sand. This is considered a natural, “no regrets” 
form of foreshore protection that is recommended by statewide and local engineering tide rise 
studies. 
 
The Scituate Department of Public Works has retained the services of Applied Coastal 
Research and Engineering for the preparation of a design under a grant from the 
Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management agency. Various permits from state and federal 
regulators need to be secured before the project proceeds and DPW will actively seek grants 
from state and federal agencies to offset the cost of the project, which will cost an estimated 
$6,100,000 and take four years to complete.  
 
Sailing Fleet Restoration Project - $30,712 

The CPC has voted to recommend funding the sum of $30,712 to the Scituate Recreation 
Commission to refurbish their fleet of 40 year old Cape Cod Mercury’s.  These sailboats are the 
foundation for the “Learn to Sail” Program which has been in place for over 40 years and serves 
approximately 400 sailors annually.  A total of 6 Mercury’s will be refurbished.  The cost is 
based on the actual cost to refurbish based on the work donated by Scituate Boat works.  The 
cost to refurbish is significantly less that the $18,000 to purchase a new boat.  Refurbished 
boats are restored to “as new” and should continue to provide decades of useful service. 

Sailing is an integral part of Scituate’s history and this application falls within the recreational/ 
historical components of CPC guidelines. 

Teak Sherman Community Garden - $6,000 
 
The CPC has voted to recommend funding the sum of $6,000 to the Teak Sherman Community 
Garden (TSCG) to complete a fencing project, to clear shrubs and tree branches, and for 
materials that will help keep the garden sustainable. 
 
$5,000 is needed to add rodent protection to the existing fence and to clear back brush and 
limbs in order to provide more sun to the plots and to prevent damage to the fence from falling 
limbs. Weed block and wood chips added to the perimeter as part of this project would prevent 
invasive plants from encroaching on the garden and would have the added benefit of the 
creation of a walkway around the exterior enhancing the recreational aspects of the garden.  
$1,000 is needed for supplies and materials to help gather rain water.  
 
In its 6th year, the TSCG now has 35 plots. All the “plotters” donate a significant portion of their 
harvest to the Scituate Food Pantry. These improvements would keep it sustainable and would 



 

 

add to the volume of the harvest. This is important as the needs of the Food Pantry are 
expected to continue to increase. 
 
It is noteworthy that the Garden has become an important model for sustainable farming on the 
South Shore: in the last two years alone, representatives from Duxbury, Hingham and Hull have 
visited the TSCG and set up similar gardens in those towns.  
 
Bailey-Ellis House Dining Room Beam Preservation Project - $8,300 

The CPC has voted to recommend funding the sum of $8,300 to the Scituate Arts Association 
for 50% of the funding needed for the Bailey-Ellis House Dining Room Beam Preservation 
project. These funds are requested due to the emergency nature of the failure of a structural 
support beam and plaster damage in the dining room, as a result of water infiltration from the 
compromised building envelope.  Roof and site drainage improvements are in the process of 
being addressed. The other 50% of the project will be paid for by the Scituate Arts Association 
operating budget. 

Tercentenary Markers Restoration Project - $11,400 
 
The CPC has voted to recommend funding the sum of $11,400 to the Historical Commission to 
renovate the tercentenary signs installed by the state in the 1930's.  The signs represent the 
spirit of our ancestors and were installed at structures or places relating to the early settlements 
across the state. In Scituate there are 8 surviving signs: Early Boundary Line, Old Oaken 
Bucket, Williams Barker House, Third Cliff, Stockbridge, Gannett's Corner, Satuit Brook and 
Kent Street.  
 
These signs are a testimony to the history of our community and the renovation can be fully 
supported within the historical component of the CPA.   
 
Microfiche of Scituate Mariner Project - $7,684 

The CPC has voted to recommend funding the sum of $7,684 to the Scituate Town Library to 
create a microfiche record of selected years of the Scituate Mariner and in purchasing duplicate 
rolls of some years to provide complete access of the Mariner through microfiche to library 
patrons and town residents, as well as out of town researchers.   

The years to be microfiched are: 1979-89, 1993-95, June 2003-December 2013, and duplicate 
rolls (originally created by the publisher) of the periods of January 1990 – December 1992 and 
January 1996-June 2003.  These issues will be added to the already robust collection of 
microfiched local newspapers dating back to the 1920’s.  These newspapers are used for a 
variety of researchers of both town and family history. 

This project is essential at this time, due to the pending move of the library to temporary 
quarters during the 14-16 month renovation process.  Microfiching at this time will forever 
preserve this piece of Scituate history as well as allowing the library to discard the print 
materials and saving the town money on climate-controlled storage of these sensitive materials. 

Civil War Book and Restoration of Selectmen’s Records Project - $10,963 
 
The CPC has voted to recommend funding the sum of $10,963 to Town Archives for the 
completion of a Civil War book that highlights Scituate’s involvement in the War of Rebellion and 
the restoration of the five remaining binders of Selectmen’s Minutes.   
 



 

 

As we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the end of the Civil War, the book will be a valuable 
resource for the resident of Scituate to learn about the more than 250 men who answered the 
call between 1861 and1865.  Twenty copies of the book will be published, and copies will be 
available at the Town Library, at the schools, and at The Little Red Schoolhouse.  
 
The five loose-leaf binders of Selectmen’s Minutes are classified for permanent retention by the 
Secretary of State, and they should be maintained in bound volumes. 
 
This project qualifies for CPC funding by providing for preservation of a historic documents. 
 
Marquis de Lafayette Carriage Restoration Project - $18,000 

The CPC has voted to recommend funding the sum of $18,000 to the Historical Society to 
restore the carriage of the Marquis de Lafayette, an aide and personal friend of George 
Washington, currently stored in the Cudworth Barn.  This project would fully restore the carriage 
as well as make improvements to the barn that make it better suited for storage.  The Scituate 
Historical Society will contribute $1,800 towards an estimated total cost of $19,800. 

Lighthouse Boardwalk Project - $16,800 

The CPC has voted to recommend funding the sum of $16,800 to the Historical Society to install 
a removable wooden boardwalk from the flagpole adjacent to the driveway running along the 
current fence and ultimately connecting with an existent concrete walkway that wraps around 
the Lighthouse on the north side.  This boardwalk would enhance access to the beach and 
jetties around the Light and further provide teaching opportunities with a greater number of 
educational signs than are possible currently. 

Lighthouse Lantern Room Evaluation Project - $14,700 

The CPC has voted to recommend funding the sum of $14,700 to the Historical Society to 
evaluate the Lantern Room above the Scituate Lighthouse to determine the structural integrity 
of the steel frame and wood components as well as the catwalk and railing associated with the 
gallery.  The result of this project will be an engineering report with recommendations for any 
future preservation methods necessary. 

Improvements at Old Oaken Bucket House/Cushing Shay Restoration Project - $69,000 

The CPC has voted to recommend funding the sum of $69,000 to the Historical Society for 
improvements to the Old Oaken Bucket House.  While listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places, the Old Oaken Bucket House is an under-utilized historical and recreational asset of the 
town.  This project will result in improvements to the Museum Ell and House as well as making 
driveway and parking improvements, an access path to the Ell and repairs to outbuildings and 
trail surrounding.  Ultimately this building is expected to be a showplace for Scituate’s flourishing 
Art Colony in the early 20th century.  The restoration of the Cushing Shay would bring back to 
life one of the most important artifacts of one of Scituate’s most important citizens.  Total cost 
for the project is estimated at $75,900 and will be reduced by a $6,900 contribution from the 
Scituate Historical Society. 

 
 
 
 


